


Know �our neighbors and �our Surroundings: 

• Knowing the neighboring business owners around you
allows you to better keep an eye out for suspicious
activity. You can get to know one another's schedule
and recognize if something happening is expected or
out of the ordinary. It creates an informal community
watch among those around you.

• Working with your local police department can keep
you updated with important information. With the
CRIMEWATCH website and app, you can stay up to date
with what is happening around you and make
necessary adjustments if needed. It will give you up-to­
date information regarding arrests and incidents in your
area that can keep you safe. It also allows you to submit
an anonymous tip regarding suspicious, nuisance, and
criminal activity.

Schedule a Safety Audit 

• If you have security cameras at your business, you can
register them with the York City Police Department, which
lets them know where they could potentially find
cameras that can aid with active investigations and deter
crime.

• When dealing with those loitering or potentially
homeless, it can be a tough decision to know when it is
appropriate to call the police. A good rule of thumb is to
go off instinct. When something seems to be beyond your
control and an initial confrontation escalates to a point of
feeling unsafe, that would be an appropriate time to call
the police.
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The York City Police Department offers free safety audits for businesses in York City. A YCPD 

officer will do a one-on-one walk-through of the inside and outside of your business and 

advise you of what changes and improvements can be made to keep you and your 

customers safe. Most often the suggestions provided in their report are no cost or low-cost 

items. YCPD officers have experience and education in safety by environmental design. If 

you would like to schedule a safety audit, please email Gene Fells at jfells@yorkcity.org or 

call 717.916.0174. 

mEET THE □□Wnl□Wn OFFICER 

Gene Fells became a fixture of Downtown York throughout his 

long career with York City Police Department. After retiring from 

YCPD to lead public safety at Penn State York, he returned to 

YCPD to act as Downtown Public Safety Liaison, building on his 

lifetime of experience in Downtown York. 

If you have any questions or concerns, you can reach out to 

Gene at JFells@yorkcity.org or 717.916.0174 




